	If Kids Say
	Then we can help say to them
	And we can show them

	I can’t think of anything to write about!

Issue: Generating
	· Not every story has to be about Disneyland and when your little sister was born. It can be about everyday stuff. 

· Not every story has to be nice. Writers get ideas by gross times and embarrassing times and times we felt ashamed of ourselves. 

· (We as teachers need to adjust our lines so that reluctant writers will write)
	Model:

· stories about everyday moments 

· not flattering moments

	I don’t know how to spell!

Issue: Conventions
	· Try your best and move on; we’ll get back to it later

· Celebrate the risk-taking

· What about when a kid asks, “Is this right?”

We can say:

· Where could you check that in the classroom?”

· “Try it a few times.”

· “This is what’s right about it, and this is the part that needs a little work.’

· Meet with your writing partner and see what the two of you can figure out.
	· Model risk-taking

· How to use the Word Wall

	I’m done!

I already wrote a page already!

Issue: Stamina
	· Go back and reread and use the charts to help you add more

· Use their partner to: Give feedback: I’m confused… who was there? What was happening?
· Add to the pictures, add to the words, start a new piece
	· Okay to work on the same piece: you don’t have to start anew one every day.

· Okay to not finish every piece if you have something more interesting that you want to write about.

· Topic choice

· Paper choice and booklet length.

	I can’t remember what I wrote!

Issue: Sketching/Planning
	· Rereading (even the pictures)

· Making pictures more readable: 

· Use shapes and sticks

· Add perspective if 2 characters are having a conversation, turn them towards each other

· Show action with arrows or parts of the body

· Zoom in on the post important parts. You don’t always have to show EVERYTHING that happened.
	· Go back to the picture when they can’t remember their words

· Model constant rereading

-End of page

-End of story

-End of a sentence



	I hate writing!

Issue: Meaning and Purpose
	· Think about who you’re writing for.

· Think of a gross/funny/ embarrassing thing
	· Have genuine reactions

· Make audience real

· Celebrate the process

	My hand hurts!

Issue: Fine Motor
	· Honoring this as an actual issue

· Get pencil grips

· Take breaks

· Felt tip pens
	· Take a bread

· Use the pencil grip

· Use the felt tip pet

· Talk to occupational therapist


